Why is a Levy Required?

The major problem is that state basic funding — $5,351 per student— is inadequate. More than 90 percent of the students in Washington are being educated in districts that use special levy funds to supplement the state’s basic funding level. Bellevue’s levy adds an additional $1,791 per pupil to state funding.  Sequim’s levy adds $862 per pupil. 

An additional problem is that state funding has not kept up with inflation. In fact, since 1993, in inflation-adjusted dollars, per-student funding has dropped by about $500 per student. 

How does Our State Compare? 
Three facts provided by the League of Education Voters show how school funding in Washington compares to the rest of nation. 

· Washington is in the bottom half of the nation in per-student spending. 
· Our national ranking in teacher salaries is 19th. 

· Class sizes in Washington are the 4th highest in the country. 
What are the Funding Sources? 
The bulk of the money comes from a state per-pupil allocation. All school districts receive about the same per-pupil funding. In 2005, this was $5,351. 

Sequim receives about 12 percent of their annual budget from local levies.  Bellevue, for comparison, receives 21 percent. Levies enable the district to hire more teachers to reduce class sizes. They provide more textbooks and curriculum materials, extracurricular activities, quality music and art programs, a more complete program for gifted and special education students, teacher training, and seven, rather than five, class periods for all middle and high school students.

School districts also receive state and federal funds for students with special needs, such as gifted and special education students and those studying English as a Second Language. 

What are the Limits on Levy Funding?
School districts are limited in the amount of money local communities can provide. Even if local taxpayers want to support their schools at a higher rate, they are not allowed to do so.  The state caps the levy funding at 24 percent of the total school district allocation.

